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RELAY FOR LIFE 2020 — NORTHAM 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.39 pm]: Last weekend in Northam, I joined 
174 other participants from 21 teams in the Northam Relay For Life, a fundraising event for the Cancer Council 
Western Australia, to raise funds and awareness to help in the fight against cancer. The event began on Friday 
evening and we walked right through the night. It was very good to see the sunrise on Saturday morning, as we 
walked around Henry Street Oval in Northam until Saturday evening. Together, we raised over $50 000 in the 
battle against cancer. Andrew Boekeman was the captain of our team. His organisation, Boekeman Machinery, is 
a machinery service company that employs about 80 people from the wheatbelt. We put together a team and 
walked 477 laps around the oval. There were also teams from Narrogin. People drove two hours from Narrogin to 
do the 24-hour walk and then drove all the way back again. They showed tremendous commitment to be part of 
Relay For Life. 

I acknowledge the work of the committee that put the event together. A lot of organisation was required. I give 
a special shout-out to Sam and his wife, Ashlea. Sam has a very distinctive hairstyle that could be described as a fro. 
It is a bushy head of hair. That was shaved off during the event to raise even more funds for the cause. Sam looks 
very different this week than he did last week, all in the name of a wonderful cause.  

I also acknowledge everyone who walked, whether it was one lap or 100 laps. Everyone got together and there 
was a great sense of community and solidarity. It got really hard around 3.00 am and 3.00 pm but we thought about 
why we were there and why we were doing it. We all know someone who has been touched by cancer and we 
acknowledged that others are doing it hard. We raised $50 000 in donations, so a lot of people put their hand in their 
pocket for this great cause. I also acknowledge and really appreciate the team from Northam Senior High School. 
It was fantastic that our students put in a team. They ran for the whole 24 hours. They had a large number of members 
on the team. A great number of students came together and ran one lap flat out and tagged for another one to take 
over. Over the 24 hours they ran 1 013 laps around the oval. I was pleased to see that my niece, Hayden West, was 
one of those students. They ran and ran and we thought that they had to run out of puff soon but they ran over 
a thousand laps. It was a fantastic effort. The Northam fire brigade managed to run 900 laps. Our team was more 
modest; we walked our 477 laps. The 24-hour marathon brought us all together in difficult times. It was a great 
event for Northam and is held every two years. Each year, a Relay For Life event is held in Geraldton in the 
Agricultural Region. I was really pleased to be involved in Relay For Life. It was the first time I had been in one 
and it was a great effort that raised awareness and a lot of money for the Cancer Council in the fight against cancer. 
 


	RELAY FOR LIFE 2020 — NORTHAM
	Statement


